He became convinced that all who eat food to keep
their bodies alive, and wear clothes to protect their
bodies from heat and cold, must lend a hand in the
production of food and clothing. Later he went even
further. "If we want to emancipate the Harijans, we
must do scavenging work ourselves. We must bring
intelligence to bear on this lowest of all tasks; introduce
cleanliness into it; do it in a scientific manner, and
transform it into a high calling.9' And he immediately
put his thought into practice.

*                    *                    *

In 1917 when, in Champaran, Bapu began to record
the statements of the victimized peasants of Bihar,1
many Bihari lawyers volunteered to help him in his
stupendous task. Shri Rajendrababu,2 Brajababu, and
many others are Bapu's colleagues and comrades of
those Bihar days. Bapu asked them all to stay with him.
They agreed, and their dwelling place became a sort of
ashram. All these lawyers contributed funds towards the
the upkeep of the ashram. But the head of that ashram
was a hard-headed and, on occasion, a tight-fisted
banial He harassed and harried them over every pie!
Were the mangoes expensive? Then, why had they been
bought? No expensive - mangoes for this ashram I Bapu
ordered. Buy them if they are cheap, or not at all. But
was he content with this? Not in the least! One day,
the command went forth: ceStart washing your own
clothes...." The principle behind all this was obvious.

1  This was after April 17, 1917.
2  Dr. Rajendra Prasad, President of India.
49